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Your KAPOA Board hopes you had a wonderful summer because winter 
is fast approaching Kamaniskeg. The leaves were the best ever posing 
for your camera. 
  

   
The lake level is extremely low so these recent rains are welcome. We 
haven't had to portage to our docks yet, but getting boats off lifts has 
been a problem. 

 

 

Time is running out! 

  

 
  

Share your fall photos 
and enter the KAPOA 
2012 Photo Contest 

  

Upload Photos 

KAPOA Web Site 
 

Your web site has 
enjoyed a number of 

changes including a new 
Contacts page to help 

you determine who has 
what responsibility.  

What your family gets 
for $20 membership: 

  
community 

events & annual regatta 
informative website 

newsletters 
FOCA membership 

annual general meeting 
  

Visit the web site to 



  
KAPOA's membership is again on the increase this year, with now over 
200 members sporting the highly reflective red stickers on their 911 
posts. The 2013 stickers will probably be green, but wait until your 
spring visit from your KAPOA Area Membership Rep to find out for sure.
 
AGM attendees met and approved your new KAPOA Board of Directors 
at the site of the Madawaska Mountain ski facility and they have been 
quite busy ever since.  
 
The KAPOA regatta, while certainly not the only thing KAPOA stands 
for, it is probably paramount. The regatta was bigger again than in 
recent times, probably a combination of good weather coupled with 
improving many aspects of the event, including new signage and a 
proper tug-of-war rope after the previous one broke so many times. 
Members or not, everyone is welcome.   While the Kamaniskeg Lake 
Appetizer Party is not a KAPOA event, KAPOA endorses, supports & 
promotes it with everyone welcome to the event that occurs annually 
one week after the KAPOA regatta.   It took place at the Wilson 
residence this year and is scheduled for 2013 at the Don & Rosalba 
Morgese residence located at 598 River Road.   
 
The myriad thermometers located about the lake, were part of Ontario 
Power Generation's (OPG) efforts to demonstrate that adding cold 
water to warm water doesn't really cool things off. Cynically, it 
appears that OPG is attempting to demonstrate that the 10C Bark 
Lake effluent from the newly installed bottom valves will not chill the 
river below 15C even though available surface waters at the dam may 
exceed 20C.  
 
KAPOA has reacted to concerns about the Algonquin Land Claims issue 
raised by local provincial & municipal politicians, newspaper articles, 
and even discussions with folks on the negotiating committee. At the 
recent Interlake meeting comprising a number of local cottage 

read more and fill out 
the Membership Form 

  
It's not too late to renew 
your 2012 membership 

and get your KAPOA 911 
sticker to let others know 

as well! 

 

Thanks to KAPOA 
sponsor Spectacle 

Lake Lodge. 

2013 Calendar 
 

Membership Meeting 
Sat Apr 20, 2013 

 
Bay Day 

Sat May 18, 2013 
 

Directors Meeting 
Sun May 19, 2013 

 
KAPOA AGM 

Sat Jul 27, 2013 
  

KAPOA Poker Run 
Sat July 27, 2013 

 
KAPOA Regatta 
Sat Aug 3, 2013 

 
Appetizer Lake Party 

Sat Aug 10, 2013 
  

Henson Lighted Boat 
Parade 

Sat Aug 31, 2013 
 

Directors Meeting 
Sun Sep 1, 2013 

 



associations, we learned that letters will be sent this fall, to those 
property owners adjacent to Crown lands of interest to the Algonquins. 
If you don't get a letter by the end of this year, you should not be 
directly affected.  
  
With more positive news, KAPOA requested the atrocious permanent 
bathroom facilities located at Hinterland Beach be improved and 
Hastings Highlands nicely came through with two rental portapotty 
units available from May 24 weekend until Labour Day weekend. KAPOA 
is currently requesting similar facilities to be installed at the busy 
Combermere dock as well. 
 
FYI, the planned 2013 shut-down of the Sand Bay dump will not occur 
because that dump has a new lease on life and will carry on 
indefinitely employing Toronto's Centennial Hill layered model of going 
up and then covering periodically with sand.  
    
KAPOA recently started a photo contest with prizes from Spectacle 
Lake Lodge. You can check out some of the entries at the KAPOA web 
site. 

Swimmer's Itch  
  

Parasites have caused swimmers' itch in our waterway. Do you, or 
people near you feed the ducks? 

 
There is a connection between attracting ducks and swimmer's itch. 
Eggs from a parasite are excreted into the water in duck feces. The 
eggs hatch into larvae that find snails and form another larval stage 
that is released into the water. This time the larvae are looking for 
ducks to get into their blood streams, mature, mate and send off their 
eggs in the feces again. The second stage larvae may find a human or 
other mammal or bird to penetrate. 

 
The good news is that the larvae do not get beyond the skin of a 
human. An area of irritation develops into itchy small reddish pimples 
and/or small blisters that usually go away in a few days. The itching 
can be intense. Small children who play at the water's edge for long 
periods are especially at risk. 

  

Area Membership Reps 
Appreciation Meeting 

Sun Sep 1, 2013 
  

Visit the web site for the 
most recent list of  
Upcoming and Past 

Events 

Old News ... 
 

Find all of our 
newsletters on the 

KAPOA web site under 
newsletters 

 
If you have newsletters 

not listed here, drop us a 
line and we will add 
them to our archive 

Quick Links 

 

Membership 

Sponsorship 

Event Calendar 

Kamaniskeg History 

About KAPOA 

Contact Us 

 

 



 
 
 

What you should know: 
- the more ducks, the greater the problem 
- snails are in shallow waters 
- winds carry the larvae across the top of the water to the beaches and 
shallow areas 
- towelling off after swimming reduces the time the larvae have to 
burrow into the skin 

 
PLEASE DO NOT FEED THE DUCKS! The more the ducks are attracted, 
the more SWIMMER'S ITCH will occur. Furthermore, MNR doesn't want 
us feeding the ducks either, so hopefully, a word to the wise shall be 
sufficient. 

 
Swimmer's Itch sometimes lasts between two days and a week 
depending upon skin sensitivity. Recommended solutions include 
calamine lotion or hydro-cortisone, topically or Benedryl orally. You 
can protect yourself by showering after exposure while minimising 
rubbing, which can aggravate. 

 
For more information and a picture. 

Invading Species Watch Program 
 

If you and you family want to help protect your waterway then check 
out this website. 

Hospital Fundraiser Announcement - KAPOA Annual 
Poker Run 
 



  

The province only pays Ontario hospitals' operating costs with no 
consideration for acquiring new equipment.  Hospitals failing to 
acquire new equipment are closed.  So it goes beyond 'use it or lose it' 
to a user pay approach for new equipment acquisition.   

  

This is the rationale for KAPOA's first Annual Poker Run, where 
members can volunteer their time towards a fun activity designed to 
make a substantial donation towards keeping St Francis Memorial 
Hospital (SFMH) open and thriving. 

 
On July 27, 2013 please plan to register your boat by your donation 
with all net proceeds to be directed towards SFMH, then collect seven 
cards by visiting various locations around our lakes, creating the best 
five card hand, and enjoy some boating, entertainment, food, social 
and win some prizes. Not a race. Simply load up your boat, follow your 
map throughout Kamaniskeg, Blackfish & Nageek, visit your neighbours, 
enjoy the barbecue, and have a great day.   

  

Limited to thirty boats the first year so please register early to avoid 
disappointment.  We're hoping Surfing Panda seen here, will return to 
Kamaniskeg for a repeat performance at the awards get-together BBQ. 

 

Communications 
  



KAPOA is more than just a regatta, and while the regatta may rightfully 
be the first and foremost in many peoples' minds, the association has 
many other issues and activities on the go. Three newsletters per year 
cover a variety of topics. Our goal is to have at least one email address 
per property in our zone, KAPOA member or not, so everybody has 
an opportunity to learn about common issues and KAPOA's position. 
 
MPAC The latest round of tax assessments from the Municipal Property 
Assessment Corporation (MPAC) will appear in mailboxes this fall. 
These are used to determine municipal taxes for 2013 through 2016; as 
with your 2008 assessment, MPAC will classify and value your property 
by analyzing 'key features', such as location, size of lot, size and age of 
the cottage, and quality of construction, as well as nearby property 
sales. The Request for Reconsideration deadline-if you feel that MPAC's 
estimate of the market value of your property too high - is March 
21,2013.  

MPAC  Advice from Cathy and Terry Pitts, Re/Max 
Country Classics Ltd., Combermere. 613 756 
6789  KAPOA Sponsor/Member 
 

Our municipal tax system is frustrating.  There's something unjust 
about older folks having to sell their home because, through no change 
in their income and nothing they have done, their taxes have 
skyrocketed.  There's not much you can do about overall tax increases 
but you can take action if you are unfairly assessed too high. 
  
MPAC assesses market values using a computer model which works well 
in the city where there are 30 similar homes on the same street, three 
of which have sold in the last six months.  Homes and cottages in our 
area often don't fit their cookie cutter model and need the experience 
of a professional with local knowledge. One property we helped the 
owner have reassessed was valued at three times the actual market 
value.  For years, they had paid three times more taxes than they 
should have!   Also market values have levelled out and even cooled a 
little in the past four years so that can cause you to now be over 
assessed.  Whether your budget is being decimated, or your increasing 
taxes are only an inconvenience, none of us wants to pay more than 
necessary.  There is often a solution. 
  
The first thing to do is look at the assessed value on your tax bill and 
decide whether your property is actually overvalued.  Ask yourself, "if 
you were buying a property like yours, would you pay that much?".  If 
the answer is "no", then it may be over priced so give us a call and we'll 
give you some comparable sales (at no cost) so you can do a Request 
for Reconsideration.  If the answer is "yes, I'd buy it in in a minute for 
that" then you better keep quiet, your property may be undervalued. 
  
Although few properties are grossly overvalued, it has been our 
experience that most people who make a request and substantiate it 
with market comparables do get their taxes lowered.  It's worth the 
time.  To start the process go to http://www.mpac.ca/ and hover over 



the green "Property Owners" bar.  A drop down menu will appear and 
then select "Concerns about your assessed value."  This gives detailed 
instructions for completing your request.  If you need comparables to 
justify your request, give us a call at the number above. 

FOCA 
  

The Federation of Ontario Cottage Associations (FOCA) is the umbrella 
organization that serves KAPOA and it members very well. It is a 
substantial resource and represents our issues to government. 
Approximately $2.75 of your $20 annual dues is directed to FOCA for 
their services. 

Interlake Meeting 
  

About eight local property owner associations including KAPOA 
attended a meeting Sat Sept 29 to discuss issues in common. As 
example of issues, your KAPOA board has invited representatives from 
the negotiating committee for Algonquin Land Claims to address the 
group.  Water quality, government liaison, fund-raising, 
communications are samples of other issues discussed. 

Internet 
 

Testing will begin this fall on a fast, affordable, no cap, new wireless 
Internet system, along with a very affordable, extra cost optional VOIP 
phone capability.  More details to follow in the next newsletter about 
this new RRBS Internet technology. 

2013 Half Load Limits - Hastings Highlands 
  

Signs are now posted for HH's new 
requirement for half load limits for 
trucks to be extended to May 1 
which has already created 
considerable controversy. This is 
HH Council's effort to bring 
attention to the fact that HH has 
more miles of road costs, or tax 
burden, absorbed by fewer 
taxpayers with no financial relief 
by having a county road system nor 
provincial support.   

Parade of Lights 
  

Hinterland's Henson family wowed us all with their first annual parade 
of four lighted boats starting at about 8:30pm the Saturday evening of 



the Labour Day weekend.  Their voyage proceeded around Kamaniskeg 
to the surprised cheers and whistles of delighted 
onshore spectators.  The Henson's, located beside the Hinterland Beach 
park, extend an open invitation to all other boaters to join in with 
their colourful celebration in the future.  KAPOA commends this group 
for their random act of kindness.  Thank you all and very well done.  

Water Hazards Co-ordinates Please? 
 

KAPOA plans to prepare a map showing all known hazards for both the 
benefit of members generally as well as for the  KAPOA Annual Poker 
Run.  Please email the precise GPS coordinates of any hazards you and 
your family avoid to us at kapoacares@gmail.com so we can all boat 
more safely?  

Barry's Bay Boat Launch Ramp Closed   
  

The ramp was closed about 28 September because, due to the shallow 
lake water, trailers were being driven further down the ramp, 
ultimately dropping about two feet down off the end of the ramp, 
damaging some trailers, etc.  Barry's Bay municipal staff promptly 
barricaded the ramp (see pix) forcing boaters to Combermere, and 
then explored with MNR how the ramp could be quickly repaired.  The 
solution entailed placing a load of 4" - 6" washed stone filling the 
voids.  Some of this material was also placed at the Combermere ramp 
for the same purpose.  KAPOA subsequently invited three municipal 
staff, the mayor Dave Shulist, both BB (dry land) marinas, and about 8 
KAPOA members to meet at the dock to: 1) thank the municipality for 
its fast response; 2) demonstrate how important the ramp is to KAPOA 
members and tourism in general; and also, 3) to initiate a request to 
upgrade the ramp and surroundings.  Thank you MV Council.  

  

Greening Main Street 
  

KAPOA Sponsor/member, Madawaska Kanu Club (MKC), has also 
sponsored a downtown beautification project bringing a class of 
architectural students to help enhance lifestyle in Barry's Bay, 



Combermere, and Wilno (ie Madawaska Valley) .  Jim 
Mountain,  professor of the Carleton U Architecture Heritage class, 
elicited suggestions from about 100 people invited Friday nite Oct 19 
to the Madawaska Mountain ski facility,  to enhance and improve, with 
no limitations.  Think big picture, certainly beyond planting trees, or 
hanging flower baskets, and/or restoring heritage buildings, even 
though those ideas may be included.  This is an ongoing project that 
bodes well for our collective future so thanks and a hearty well done to 
Claudia et al.  See this link for an idea of the process 

  
 

As always, we welcome your feedback. Please drop a note to 
kapoacares@gmail.com with your compliments, constructive 
criticism or ideas. 

  

KAPOA is always looking for new volunteers to help make the lake a 
better place. Please visit the Help Wanted page for details. 

  

 


