
 
 

 
October 9, 2020 
 
Ministry of Natural Resources / Bancroft Minden Forest Company 
Regional Operations Division 
Southern Region 
Bancroft District 
PO Box 500 106 Monck Street 
Bancroft Ontario K0L 1C0 
 
 
 
Re:  Forest Management Plan Amendments for the Bancroft Minden Forest Block 2020 
 
We are writing concerning the lack of consultation on recent amendments to the local Forest 
Management Plan.  Kamaniskeg Area Property Owners Association (KAPOA) worked with the 
MNRF and the Bancroft Minden Forest Company (BMFC) during the development of the 2011-
2021 forestry management plan and the work on Parchers Road and the lack of consultation is 
not consistent with these commitments made by BMFC our understanding of the MNRF’s 
requirements for notification. We need to better understand the changes and the impacts on our 
shared resources and our Members. 
 
Who We Are 
 
KAPOA's mission is to help property owners preserve and protect the Kamaniskeg waterway 
(running from Bark Lake dam to Palmer Rapids dam) and surrounding land, wildlife and eco-
system.  First formed in 1971 as lands were severed on Kamaniskeg Lake we were 
incorporated in 1980.  With more than 400 properties along the Kamaniskeg waterway, 
excluding the town sites, KAPOA represents a significant number of stakeholders in the Barry’s 
Bay, Combermere Area.   
 
Our Understanding of the Forestry Management Plan 
 
The 2011 to 2021 forestry management plan identified planned and contingency areas for 
logging that are adjacent to or in the vicinity of members properties, and KAPOA requested that 
we be made aware of all significant developments during the implementation of the Plan.  
KAPOA members met multiple times with MNR forestry staff as well as members of BMFC 
during this process. At that time our concerns were listened to, acknowledged and addressed. 
We left these meetings with the understanding that our concerns were incorporated in the plan 
including: that steps will be taken to minimize impacts to the community such as buffers and 
avoidance of hill top cutting so that no changes to the skyline will occur, that if any operations 
were to occur all nearby property owners would be provided notification and an opportunity to 



comment, and recreational trails should be submitted to MNRF and will be preserved.  In 
addition, KAPOA requested to be copied on each draft Annual Work Plan as they are developed 
for approval by the MNR. 
 
Subsequent to these meetings trails in the amended area were submitted as requested and 
were added to the values map for the forestry management plan. MNRF also advanced these 
trails to the Ontario Trail Network as KAPOA trails. 
 
 
 
Our Concerns 
 
Work has commenced on Parchers Road without any notice to KAPOA or impacted neighbors.  
This  is not consistent with these commitments made by BMFC as noted above. As recent as 
April of this year when KAPOA discussed the AWS with BMFC representatives and these 
changes were not included in the plan. The Annual Work Schedule for 2020-2021 previously 
indicated only chemical tending in a small portion of the amended area. A substantial revision 
was done on September 22, and the updated plan was only made available upon multiple 
requests 2 weeks later.   In the meantime, there has been a significant road building operation 
underway. These revisions should be a matter of public record and are still not posted for public 
access.   
 
We have the following concerns that must be addressed: 
 

 Why was there no consultation with impacted neighbors as committed to by BMFC?  
 

 Regarding the submitted revision, what is the Amendment Type and what are the 
consultation requirements that must be undertaken to approve this change to the plan?   
 

 Why has the plan changed from the stated goal of Beach Tree treatment to clear cut 
harvesting as indicated in the updated plan?   
 

 What are the colour codes and how that will impact the cutting planned in the area? 
 

 What is the replanting strategy for the area, specifically the Red Pine plantation? 
 

 What set-backs and accommodations to the visual impacts will be included in the plan 
as committed to by BMF in the development of the forest plan?  The AWS revisions do 
not accurately represent the current road in the area. 

  
 How are you going to preserve and maintain values in the area?  Why do the above 

noted KAPOA trails not appear in your AWS revision?  KAPOA members have observed 
Bald Eagles nesting in the area, have any other species been put at risk.  
 

 How are you going to address road safety? We understand that municipality has 
required that work be stopped because the road represented a danger to public road 
users. There has been no signage posted notifying road users of the increased activity.  
 

This is not how a responsible user of public land should operate. 
 



Closure 
 
KAPOA is requesting for an immediate halt to all operations in block 2020 pending proper 
consultation and resolution of our concerns.  We need sufficient time for information 
dissemination and an opportunity for the community to comment and receive due consideration 
and a response. 
 
  
 
It must be noted that KAPOA has been asked to participate in the development of the next 
forest management plan for 2021 to 2031.  We do not understand how we can make comments 
by the requested date of October 15th based on the actions of BMFC and without further 
information. 
 
Thank you in advance of your actions and response.  If you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to contact Ed Kobylka at rockytop695@yahoo.ca. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ed Kobylka, President 
Kamaniskeg Area Property Owners Association – KAPOA 
kapoacares@gmail.com 
 
c.c.  John Yakabuski – john.yakabuskico@pc.ola.org 


